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HIGHLIGHTS 
 Malnutrition:  Serious 

situation in some parts of the 

region of Gao  

 Community support for the 

re-opening of schools in the 

region of Kidal   

 15% of the total population 

affected by food insecurity  

 Gender-based violence: 3/4 

of cases are not reported 

 One humanitarian worker 

killed in an attack  

 

KEY FIGURES 

# IDPs 61,621 
(DTM déc. 

2014)

# Refugees  136, 712 
(UNHCR, 31 
Mars 2015)

People affected by 
food 
insecurity(Harmonized 

Framework, March  
2015)

2.4 millions

Children between 
6 and 59 months 
of age under risk 
of acute 
malnutrition in 
2015 (national SMART 

survey, 2014)   

 715, 330

FUNDING 

$377 millions  
Requested (SRP 2015)

16%  
Funded  
As of 15 April 2015

 
New malnutrition data on Gao and Kidal regions 
 
Retrospective nutrition and mortality SMART

1
 surveys were conducted in the regions of 

Kidal and Gao in November and December 2014, respectively. The surveys’ data 
revealed a worrisome situation in Gao region where the prevalence of global acute 
malnutrition (GAM) reaches 11.3 per cent (i.e. "serious" malnutrition situation in the WHO 
classification)

2
. The results of the survey indicate that malnutrition is more severe in 

urban areas than in rural areas, further analysis would be necessary to explain this trend.  
The districts of Gao and Bourem, where severe

3
 acute malnutrition rates exceed 2 per 

cent, were identified as priority response areas.  
 
 Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) and Severe Acute 

Malnutrition (SAM) levels in Gao and Kidal regions 

The situation is of less concern in the region 
of Kidal where the survey revealed a rather 
stable trend of global malnutrition since 
2011

4
, below the threshold of 10 per cent. 

The consumption of milk by children (until 
they reach 24-36 months), which is part of 
people’s nutritional habits, seems to help 
prevent nutrition crisis in addition to the 
availability of various commodities imported 
from Algeria.  
However, the survey revealed a high 
number of severe acute malnutrition cases 
in 2014 in the region of Kidal and 
recommended further investigations to 
determine the causes of this trend. 

 

For more information, check SMART surveys on Kidal and Gao : http://bit.ly/1NZENwg et 
http://bit.ly/1aeZBmh  
 

                                                      
 
1 SMART: Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transition 
2 The confidence interval for the GAM data in the Gao survey is 95% [9.7 – 13.2]. 
3 A SAM-affected child’s mortality risk is nine times higher than normal.  
4 Due to security constraints, no SMART survey was conducted in Kidal since 2011. Despite a volatile security 
situation in the region, data collection during the November 2014 survey covered all the health districts of the 
region, contrarily to the 2011 survey which covered only Kidal city. 
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Some positive developments in the education sector  
 
Kidal: 1,800 pupils returning to school thanks to community support  
 
Community initiatives allowed for the re-opening of 27 schools out of a total of 62 in the 
region of Kidal– i.e. 44% of the schools existing before the crisis. Nearly 1,800 pupils are 
taking courses with around 40 teaching volunteers paid with financial contributions of 
approximately 25,000 CFA Franc (nearly US$50) from each family. In support to these 
initiatives, the Education Cluster has organized a reflection workshop to further 
community initiatives towards the reopening of schools in areas of insecurity (Kidal and 
Gao regions).  
According to the Education Cluster, this workshop highlighted that these 27 schools offer 
two curricula: Islamic education coupled with a regular education curriculum.  
 
Re-opening of schools in areas of Mopti and Segou affected by January attacks  
 
In the regions of Mopti and Segou, where attacks in January led to the closing of 67 
schools for at least five weeks, about 50 schools were able to resume their activities. 
However, nearly 1100 students remain affected by the closure of all of the four schools of 
the municipality of Nampalari (Ségou) and 13 schools on 16 in the town of Kereri (Mopti). 
These schools could not reopen due to the absence of teachers related to the insecurity 
that persists in these areas. 
 
Overview of the situation in all conflict-affected areas (5 regions, 57 municipalities) 
 

Only 65 per cent of the teachers took up 
again their duties in the regions of the 
north, while the number of teachers in 
those regions was already insufficient 
before the conflict.  
 

The Education Cluster has developed a response plan with 274,820 children and 6,870 
teachers targeted for 2015. A funding of $31.5 million is needed for the implementation of 
this plan. These resources are particularly crucial to meet children’s needs in the 57 
communes where schools cannot reopen yet due to insecurity, and where it is necessary 
to set up adapted teaching and learning methods based on community initiatives. 
 

More than 15% of the population suffers from food 

insecurity  

According to the results of the March 2015 Harmonized Framework, around 2.4 million 
people suffer from food insecurity nationwide (i.e. more than 15 per cent of the total 
population); including 248,000 who are severely food insecure and need immediate aid 
and 2.2 million who are moderately food insecure (i.e. under food security stress).  
 
The proportion of severely food unsecured people is particularly high in the districts of 
Gourma Rharous (Timbuktu region) and Bourem (Gao region) both classified “in crisis”. 
Nationwide, 11 other districts are classified "under stress" and 36 are in minimal phase 
Consistent with the seasonal evolution of food security, between April and August 2015 
(i.e. during the lean season), the situation is anticipated to worsen, with 3 districts 
expected to be “in crisis”, 11 “under stress” and 35 in minimal phase. It is estimated that 
the number of severely food unsecured people will reach 410,000, while 2.7 million 
people are anticipated to be in moderate food insecurity.   
 
 
 
 
 

In conflict-affected 

regions, only 65% of the 

pre-crisis teacher 

workforce resumed work  

 

319   

 

193,000 

closed 
schools  

out-of-school 

children 

Source: Education Cluster 
 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/mali/infographic/mali-cluster-education-alerte-info-evolution-de-la-situation-0
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/mali/infographic/mali-cluster-education-alerte-info-evolution-de-la-situation-0
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Food insecurity in Mali as of March 2015 

 

 
 
Source: Harmonized Framework (March 2015) 
 
Agro-pastoral campaigns 
The Harmonized Framework shows globally good results for the crop year 2014-2015. 
This year’s production increased by 12.8 per cent compared to average production of the 
last five years and by 21.7 per cent compared to the crop year 2013 -2014. In the 
livestock sector, the overall situation is good in the centre and the south of the country, 
but is rather worrying in the north which is affected by a climate of persistent insecurity 
and poor agro-pastoral production. In the regions of Timbuktu and Gao, the livestock 
sector situation is more or less bad, with an anticipated longer pastoral lean period. 
The Harmonized Framework also anticipates a significant decrease in the prices of 
animals in the areas of poor pasture where the terms of trade will not be favourable to 
stockbreeders in the lean period (May - August). Market access and income-generating 
activities should be affected by the persistence of insecurity in the north and the centre of 
the country. 

 
A large majority of gender-based violence not reported 

 
The NGO named International Medical Corps (IMC) reports that gender-based violence 
(GBV) still remains a sensitive topic in Mali, in particular because of social pressures. The 
NGO, which established in Mali since 2013, is implementing a programme in the fields of 
health, nutrition and protection against GBV in Timbuktu region (districts of Timbuktu and 
Gourma Rharous). IMC reports that roughly 75 per cent of GBV cases are not reported by 
the victims. Only approximately 5 per cent of the victims who break their silence refer to 
legal structures (estimate based on the figures relating to Timbuktu region).  

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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 “In 2013-2014, only 3 per cent of the women who went to health facilities resorted to 
legal services or accepted to lodge complaints", said the Medical Director of IMC Mali 
Office, Dr. Atilio Rivera Vasquez.  
 

 
"In our response strategy, we rely on 
community relays, community health 
workers, community-based organizations, 
as well as women’s groups to implement 
our prevention, information and advocacy 
activities", said Dr. Rivera Vasquez. 
Based on its experience in Timbuktu 
regions, IMC considers that the most  
common types of GBV in Mali relate to 
early and/or forced marriage, domestic and 
sexual violence, difficult access to basic 
social services and low economic capacity.  
 
 
 
 
IMC provides medical and psychosocial 
support to the people affected by GBV and 
refers them to other organizations for 
social reintegration. Local NGOs, 
community-based organizations and 
traditional leaders contribute to facilitating 
this reintegration through income-
generating and educational activities. 
These represent 45 per cent of the 
activities implemented by IMC in the 
country. IMC works in collaboration with 
the Ministry for the Promotion of Women. 
Its activities are funded by USAID/OFDA. 
 

 

Improving the livelihoods of internally displaced persons in 

Bamako  

World Vision Mali, an NGO working to bring assistance to internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in Bamako, reports that they are living in very precarious conditions. There are 
around 14,000 IDPs in Bamako (source: DTM, December 2014), most of whom are living 
in communities affected by poverty, food insecurity and limited access to basic social 
services. The livelihoods of these displaced persons who were affected by the social, 
political and security crisis persisting since 2012 are limited. Many of them are struggling 
to find jobs or income generating activities and live on savings, loans, or the generosity of 
their hosts. Besides, they have difficulties to access food, decent housing and healthcare, 
in particular for their children. The destruction or loss of official documents such as 
identity cards or birth certificates is also a major challenge for them. 

Approximately 75% of 

gender-based violence 

cases are not reported  
Cases of gender based violence recorded by IMC  
in 2014 (districts of Timbuktu and Gourma 
Rharous) 
 

Physical violence 20 

Psychological violence 14 

Sexual violence 13 

Early/forced marriage 6 

Denial of resources 1 

 

 
Timbuktu, Mali – Emergency treatment kit for victims of sexual 
violence (‘pep kit’) provided by IMC to the Banikane 
community health center in the region of Timbuktu. Credit : 
IMC. 
 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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To assist IDPs in Bamako, World Vision has 
set up the Project for the Recovery of 
Internally Displaced Persons in Bamako 
(BIRP) with USAID/OFDA

5
 funding. The 

project helps support the living costs in 
Bamako and facilitates the implementation or 
introduction to income-generating activities 
for the reintegration of the displaced persons. 
The project has the following three 
components: (1) shelter and installation, (2) 
economic recovery and market system and 
(3) Protection and it targeted 1,200 
households (7,200 people) from April 2104 to 
April 2015.  
 
World Vision advocates the setting up of special measures by authorities to facilitate the 
procedures for obtaining administrative documents like identity cards and birth 
certificates. Such initiatives could support promoting the rights of the displaced persons 
and avoid their abuse.  
 
Humanitarian partners support the Government in the development and implementation 
of a strategy for sustainable solutions covering 2015 to 2019. The initiative aims to assist 
displaced persons in their choice to stay and integrate where they are located, to relocate 
where they wish to settle, or to return to their place of origin, in line with the principle of 
voluntary return. The strategy has been validated by the humanitarian country team at the 
beginning of the year and is in the process of being adopted by the Government. 

 
16 percent of funds mobilized in 2015 
 
On 26 February 2015, humanitarian actors officially launched their Strategic Response 
Plan for Mali. This year, humanitarian actors –United Nations and NGOs – are seeking 
US$377 million to assist nearly 1.5 million people in the country. The funding will be 
mainly used to meet the humanitarian needs related to the consequences of the conflict 
in the north, with activities to improve access to basic services, protection and livelihoods. 
The funding will be also used to meet food security and nutrition needs countrywide, in 
addition to supporting the prevention and preparedness to epidemics and natural 
disasters.  
 
As of 15 April 2015, only $61 million were mobilized; i.e. 16 percent of the requested 
funds. This low level of funding at the end of the first quarter puts at risk the 
implementation of key activities this year.  An additional $16 million was awarded to the 
humanitarian response in Mali outside the framework of this appeal, according to data 
reported to OCHA financial tracking service (FTS). 
 

                                                      
 
5 Idem 
  

 
Bamako, Mali (February 2015) - A beneficiary receiving 
cash assistance within the framework of the Project for 
the Recovery of Internally Displaced Persons in Bamako. 
Credit: World Vision/S.Bagayoko 

Special measures to 

facilitate the procedures 

for obtaining 

administrative documents 

could support promoting 

the rights of IDPs  

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://fts.unocha.org/
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In brief:  

One humanitarian worker killed in an attack in Gao  

The humanitarian community in Mali deplores the death of an employee of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in the attack on the truck he was driving 
along the Gao - Ansongo road on 30 March. The ICRC truck was en route to Niger where 
it had to bring back medical supplies for the hospitals of Gao and Kidal. A member of the 
Malian Red Cross, who was also aboard the vehicle, was also injured in the attack. This 
violent incident has forced the ICRC to temporarily suspend all its movements in the 
North of Mali until further notice. Only activities requiring no movement outside urban 
areas will be maintained. The organization is looking into determining the circumstances 
and the exact reasons of the attack.  

This is the third humanitarian worker killed on duty since the beginning of the crisis in Mali 
(in May 2014, two staff from the NGO NRC died in the Timbuktu region.) Attacks against 
humanitarian workers constitute a violation of international humanitarian law and are 
unacceptable. These workers are trying, often in difficult conditions, to help vulnerable 
people in need. The work of humanitarian organizations is guided by the principles of 
humanity, neutrality, impartiality and operational independence. 

 

 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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For additional information, please contact: 

Ute Kollies, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, kollies@un.org 
Anouk Desgroseilliers, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali desgroseilliers@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 57 61  

Olivier Uzel, Information Management Officer, OCHA Mali, uzel@un.org, Tel. (+223) 75 99 32 03 

Follow us: @OCHA_Mali or  www.facebook.com/ochamali.net 
 

Humanitarian Bulletins are available on: 
www.unocha.org/mali | www.reliefweb.int | http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info 

 

Humanitarian Country Team retreat: agreement to better coordinate humanitarian 
aid  

Representatives of United Nations humanitarian agencies and heads of the Mali offices of 
NGOs met on 10 March 2015 in Bamako to take stock of their response strategy with 
regard to the humanitarian situation in the country. They identified possible solutions to 
ensure a coordinated delivery of aid to the most vulnerable people - in accordance with 
humanitarian principles - in a context of rising insecurity of diminishing humanitarian 
funding. Discussions also covered the actions to be implemented to ensure greater 
complementarity in the response provided by the various humanitarian actors, the 
Government and development partners.  
 
 
 
Portrait of a local NGO 

ASSO – DNVE: "Children, the heart of our goals" 
 
The Malian association ASSO – DNVE (“Disons tous non à la violence faite aux enfants 
or Let’s All Say No to Violence against Children) was established in November 2013 to  
bring moral, physical or financial support to deprived or 
abused children. The association also aims to promote 
children’s rights through training and awareness raising 
activities at community level. ASSO- DNVE firstly targets 
children aged 0 to 12 among the most disadvantaged 
segments of the population in the Malian capital.  
 
"Our strategy lies in the mobilization of families, 
communities, target groups and NGOs around issues 
related to children’s wellbeing", said Mrs. Kadjatou 
Mintou Mohamed, President of ASSO – DNVE.  
 
In 2014, ASSO –DNVE brought assistance to 61 
children beggars through the project "Beggars help 
Challenge", an initiative launched within the framework 
of the Month of Solidarity and Fight Against Exclusion 
(celebrated in October each year). ASSO - DNVE also 
provided material and financial support to two 
orphanages in Bamako.  
 
In 2015, the NGO intends to facilitate the acquisition of birth certificates for 103 children in 
various orphanages in Bamako and in the regions of the north. It plans to provide support 
towards access to education for 50 deprived children. Public awareness campaigns will 
be also organized to eradicate the marginalization of street children by helping them 
understand the risks they are exposed to. The association relies on contributions from its 
members and gifts to implement these activities.  
 
ASSO - DNVE can be contacted at: contact@asso-dnve.org or by telephone: 76 36 78 58 
or 62 52 22 93. For more information, please visit www.asso-dnve.org.  
 
 

 
Bamako, Mali (2014) – Mrs. Assanatou 
Dembélé, the Secretary General of ASSO 
-DNVE giving gifts to child beggars 
‘talibés’. Credit : ASSO – DNVE. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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